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1 . Claims 17-28, 30, 31 , and 33-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 17-28, 30, 31, and 33-40 variously depend from a canceled claim. 
Therefore, it fails to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 16, 29, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Ng (US Patent No. 5,731 ,832). 

As per claim 16, Ng teaches a method for detecting an object in an area, 
comprising: capturing a reference image of the area without the object present, wherein 
the area includes a patterned background with both light areas and dark areas (figure 
6a and column 9, lines 27-28 and 37-39); capturing a live image (figure 6b and column 
9, line 28); and determining if the object is present by comparing the reference image 
and the live image (figure 6c and column 9, lines 42-48). 

As per claim 29, Ng teaches a method for detecting an object in an area, 
comprising: providing a patterned background in the area, wherein the patterned 
background includes both light areas and dark areas (figure 6a and column 9, lines 27- 
28 and 37-39); capturing a reference image of the area without the object present 
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(figure 6b and column 9, line 28); capturing a live image of the area; and determining if 
the object is present in the area by comparing the reference image and the live image 
(figure 6c and column 9, lines 42-48). 

As per claim 32, Ng teaches an object detection system, comprising: a patterned 
background fixed to an area, wherein the patterned background includes both light 
areas and dark areas (figure 6a and column 9, lines 27-28 and 37-39); an image 
capture device for capturing a reference image of the area without the object present 
(figure 6a and column 9, lines 27-28 and 37-39), and a live image of the area (figure 6b 
and column 9, line 28); and a processing element for determining if the object is present 
in the area by comparing the reference image and the live image (figure 6c and column 
9, lines 42-48). 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Astle et al is also cited. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yon Couso whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7448. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jingge Wu, can be reached on (571 ) 272-7429. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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